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                                                                                PRESIDENTôS COLUMN  

Our Valued Partnerships with our Area Businesses, Civic and Military Organizations 
 

The Newport Council has been particularly endowed with many partners in the local area who join with us 

throughout 2009 to manifest their appreciation of our military men and women.  Without thei r support, we would be unable 

to effectively carry out our mission ñCitizens in Support of the Sea Servicesò.  We owe them our profound thanks. Our 

business partners are prominently displayed in each newsletter as well as each event during the year. Their support has never 

been more important as the Navy fleet continues to decline in number and our sailors, marines, and Coast Guard men and 

women are challenged with  increasing deployments to support two wars and the Homeland Security missions. 

We were fortunate again this year to have the Rotary Clubs of Newport, Middletown and Portsmouth co-host our Navy 

and Coast Guard Officer and Enlisted of the Year award ceremonies. It was most gratifying to have so many Rotarians join 

our Newport, Middletown and Portsmouth city and town leaders in honoring these fine young men and women who are truly the 

finest America has to offer. In each case, we recognized them for, not only their military accomplishments, but also their 

tireless volunteerism in our local communities where they live, side by side, with each of us.  Again, this would have been 

impossible without these selfless Rotarians and our city and town leaders, who do so much for our community.  

The Rhode Island Reserve Officers Association (RIROA), led in 2009 by BGEN Jim DôAgostino USAF (Ret) and 

currently by LCDR Robert Perfetto USCG (Ret), joined our Council as members along with LTCOL Dennis Morgan USA (Ret), 

who spearheads so many events for RIROA. They have truly partnered with the Navy League and the area military,  in not 

only supporting, but also leading, many events.  In addition , its leadership actively attends our monthly Board meetings where 

their counsel is most appreciated. 

 

      

 

 

Left: BGEN DôAgostino, outgoing President 

RIROA stands with Tony Cercena, Newport 

Council Director and an honoree. 

Right(l to r): MGEN John Bray, 

Commanding General RING; LCDR 

Perfetto; BGEN DôAgostino; LT Hank 

Brightman, USNR, RIROA Junior Officer of  

the Year (cutting cake); RADM Phil 

Wisecup, President NWC; and Mike Slein, 

Newport Council President. 

 

The RIROA saluted the NWC 125
th
 Anniversary 19 April with a gala reception (pictured above) held at the Atlantic Beach 

Club. During the course of the afternoon, RIROA also graciously donated significant monetary support to the three RI Sea 

Cadet Units in another display of its selflessness and support to our community youth as well as sponsored our annual 

Military Appreciation Night. We salute the RIROA and its leadership for their partnership with the Navy League in our 

ongoing mission! 
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      NEWPORT NAVAL COMPLEX 2008 JUNIOR ENLISTED SERVICE MEMBER OF THE YEAR 

      HONORED AT RECEPTION/DINNER FOR "SUSTAINED SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE" 

 

                                                     

                                                  MM1 (SW) Ryan Helbick, USN 
 

MM1 (SW) Ryan J. Helbick was honored at a Reception/Dinner at the Mainstay Inn, Newport, Rhode Island 14 October 2009 

by the Newport County Navy League Council and the Middletown Rotary. Remarks were made by Captain Joseph P. Voboril, 

Commanding Officer of the Naval Station Newport and the honoreeôs Commanding Officer, Captain Joseph A. McBrearty,   

Officer Training Command Newport. MM1 Helbick entered the Navy in June 1992. While assigned to Officer Training 

Command Newport, Petty Officer Helbick served as Leading Petty Officer of the Damage Control Wet Trainerr, managing 

and supervising five instructors through daily operations of live, high risk damage control training. He was instrumental in 

the successful training of over 4000 students from various officer accession programs, fleet personnel, reserve units, Reserve 

Officer Training Corps (TOTC), Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (JROTC), Coast Guard, Sea Cadets, and other 

community and military organizations. In addition to his military job Petty Officer Hebick volunteered countless hours at the 

John F. Kennedy Elementary School as a team building facilitator for his child's 4th grade class and conducted more than 

twenty military funeral honors for deceased service members and veterans.   
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                                                 UPCOMING EVENT 
 

                           NAVY LEAGUE NEW ENGLAND REGION MEETING 
                           

                                              SATURDAY, 10 APRIL 2010 
                                      BEST WESTERN MAINSTAY INN                                            
                                          NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND 
 

 

                         Contact Person:   George Wardwell, New England Region President 

                                                        geoedna@cox.net 
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          NEWPORT COUNCIL MEMBERS ATTEND NAVY LEAGUE NATIONAL CONVENTION 

 
The Guest Speaker at the Sea Services Awards luncheon was RADM Mary Landry, Commander of the Eighth 

Coast Guard District and Task Force 189.8 in New Orleans standing in for ADM Thad Allen. Assistant Secretary of 

the Navy, Manpower and Reserve Affairs Juan M. Garcia III was the keynote speaker at the October 31 dinner, 

Newport Council President, Mike Slein, was presented the Meritorious Council Award for 2008 council activities. 
                                                                                                   (See highlights of convention below by Tony Cerena ) 
                         _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                  
                                   


